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JUNE 2022

Welcome

Hello everyone,

One of the guiding principles behind biodynamics is relinquishing 

human control and handing it over, within sensible limits, to Mother 

Nature. Putting control into the hands of technology and corporate 

entities plus their products seems a surefire way to garden and farm 

entropically, whereas syntropic systems wedded to biodynamics are
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much more likely to achieve soil and farm ecosystem regeneration in 

the short term, and sustainability in the longer term.

We recently held our biodynamic workshop at Ravensbourne 

Queensland at the lovely property of James and Barbara McGeogh. 

They warmly welcomed us into their beautiful home and were 

delighted (as much as we were)  in sharing their tree wonderland. 

A diverse and large range of very healthy and happy trees are 

nurtured to varying degrees of maturity, where they are then dug up 

and onsold to organisations around Australia and the world. The 

workshop was held in their garden and was well attended.  It was 

excellent to meet so many good people who want to make a positive 

difference on their plots. See our workshop article below.

We also attended the Biodynamics and Beyond workshop run by 

Shane Joyce and his partner Juli Wall at Kilkivan, Queensland. This 

was an opportunity for us to witness the integration of biodynamics 

with syntropic agroforestry, and it was intriguing to see how well they 

fit together. The early syntropic plantings on Kumbartcho are only 

eight years old, yet show clear promise of various ways in which 

“production systems”, such as small animal, pig, fruit and vegetable 

can arise.  As we have come to expect, Shane’s often idiosyncratic 

ideas, now supported by Juli’s, are well worth close examination and 

imitation. To get a picture of what's happening at Kumbartcho, read 

our article and workshop report below.

Have a good month. 

Kaz and John

Above image: The view from Shane Joyce's syntropic property
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Beneficial workshop for gardeners 

and farmers

The above workshop is a fantastic opportunity to learn more about 

biodynamics; the preparations, practices and philosophies.

Learn how to bring more energy and vitality to soil, plants, animals and 

humans.
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click here to book

Brisbane biodynamic course

Here's another wonderful biodynamic course designed for 

organic market and backyard gardeners, urban and hobby 

farmers, held in Brisbane Queensland.

read more...

https://myfoodgarden.weteachme.com/classes/1040535-biodynamic-gardening-course-8-afternoons
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Why food prices are expected to 

skyrocket and how biodynamic farming is 

the solution

An article by Dr. Joseph Mercola on rising food prices around the 

world suggests that "biodynamics is  the solution for the future of 

agriculture".

read more...

https://biodynamics.net.au/why-food-prices-are-expected-to-skyrocket-and-how-biodynamic-farming-is-the-solution/
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Biodynamic workshop at Ravensbourne

John Hodgkinson

On the 4th of May 2022, Mark, Kaz and I ventured into the upper 

Brisbane River Valley, Queensland to conduct a one-day Introduction 

to Biodynamics workshop on “Emaho Trees”, Ravensbourne.

read more...

Josephine Porter Institute (JPI) for 

Applied Biodynamics

New Peppering Workshop Recording

Great news! JPI have hosted their first on-farm workshop 

on peppering,  combined with an online webinar.  The recording of

https://biodynamics.net.au/ravensbourne-qld-biodynamic-workshop/
https://biodynamics.net.au/ravensbourne-qld-biodynamic-workshop/
https://biodynamics.net.au/ravensbourne-qld-biodynamic-workshop/
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the pest pepper workshop is now available for purchase (on a sliding 

scale).  Proceeds go towards further biodynamic education and 

workshops.

read more...

https://jpibiodynamics.org/products/2022-pest-pepper-workshop-recording?goal=0_c6fe391489-0c22b09966-586339565&mc_cid=0c22b09966&mc_eid=07cbbbb50f
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Releasing the sacred biodynamic cow into 

syntropic agroforestry

Kumbartcho Enterprises Biodynamics & Beyond workshop, 

7 - 8 May 2022, Kilkivan, Queensland 

John Hodgkinson

Mark Pye (Preparations Manager), Kaz Selbie (News Leaf Editor) and 

myself (News Leaf Associate Editor) recently travelled to Shane 

Joyce’s Kilkivan Qld property Kumbartcho for his and his business 

manager, Juli May’s workshop Biodynamics & Beyond.

read more...

https://biodynamics.net.au/releasing-the-sacred-biodynamic-cow-into-syntropic-agroforestry/
https://biodynamics.net.au/releasing-the-sacred-biodynamic-cow-into-syntropic-agroforestry/
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It may be that when we no longer know what to do, 

we have come to our real work,

and when we no  longer know which way to go, 

we have begun our real journey.

The mind that is not bafed is not employed. 

The impeded stream is the one that sings.

Wendell Berry
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Australian tax resources for agricultural 

workers

The ATO has developed a range of resources to help agriculture 

workers get their tax right in preparation for 1 July 2022.

Check out the useful guide on deductions for your industry and a 

social media tile should you want to share any messages on your 

channels.

read more...

https://www.ato.gov.au/uploadedFiles/Content/IAI/Downloads/Toolkits/TaxTimeToolkit_Agricultureindustry.pdf
https://www.ato.gov.au/uploadedFiles/Content/IAI/Downloads/Toolkits/TaxTimeToolkit_Agricultureindustry.pdf
https://www.ato.gov.au/uploadedFiles/Content/IAI/Downloads/Toolkits/TaxTimeToolkit_Agricultureindustry.pdf
https://www.ato.gov.au/uploadedFiles/Content/IAI/Downloads/Toolkits/TaxTimeToolkit_Agricultureindustry.pdf
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Costa’s World  by Costa Georgiadis

Book Review by John Hodgkinson

This excellent compendium of all things gardening has one major 

shortcoming from the point of view of biodynamics: it lacks a chapter 

specifically on biodynamic practices and their importance in the 

garden. There is a terse reference to biodynamics on page 55, within 

a table of “methodologies”, noting the existence of the Australian 

Demeter Bio-Dynamic method, plus a note on Rudolf Steiner.

The photographs and artwork of this book are outstanding, as is the 

clear and concise text, and overall I am sure it will grab and hold the 

attention of young readers and budding gardeners, as well as offering 

some fresh perspectives and ideas for the experienced.

Costa’s fame is based on his hosting the ABC’s Gardening Australia, 

and our little town is about to see more of him, as he is one of over 

40 writers attending the Bellingen Readers and Writers Festival, 10th 

– 12th June. We are hoping to get a word in his ear during this 

weekend, and have already arranged for him to receive a “BAA 

Welcome Kit”, complete with our Biodynamic Handbook,  a Home 

Garden Kit, a sample of Soil Activator complete with instructions for 

use, and the latest News Leaf!
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A new Steiner early childhood education 

resource

Nature Stories and Stories in Movement for Young Children (4-7 year 

olds) is a resource for parents and teachers who would like to share 

stories about composting, tree pasting, bees, ants and 

farm animals. It incorporates themes of co-operation, friendship, 

care and kindness towards the Earth and each other.

Cost: $30 for one copy (or $27.50 for multiple copies)   Shipping: 

$10 (for one copy)
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To purchase email: galitfisher@hotmail.com or ring 0407 219 159

We're excited our Winter News Leaf journal is coming out soon. It's 

loaded with interesting stories, beneficial facts, and inspiration.  We're

mailto:galitfisher@hotmail.com
mailto:galitfisher@hotmail.com
mailto:galitfisher@hotmail.com
mailto:galitfisher@hotmail.com
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always keen to hear member stories, so don't be shy, write and say hi, 

and let us know what you're doing on your patch.

Become a member or subscriber today and receive your copy, plus so 

much more. See below.

Why not become a member?

Thanks for subscribing to receive our free Between the Leaves 

newsletter.

We want to inspire and motivate as many people as possible to 

practice biodynamics, to live mindfully and lovingly,  with good 

intentions and intuitively, as we vitalise and nurture  our soil, plants, 

animals, humans and environment.  Due to people's busy lifestyles, 

there is a need for high-quality preparations and products, so we 

cater to this demand.

Members receive:

Significantly reduced costs on products and workshops

Quarterly News Leaf  coloured journal with valuable information and articles
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Biodynamic Handbook explaining all

Sample of Biodynamic Soil Activator with instructions to get you started 

Encouragement, direction and support

Our next News Leaf comes out soon, so consider coming onboard and 

taking the next positive step in your biodynamic direction.

If your membership has lapsed, we would love you to join us again. 

Your ongoing support helps us to continue creating, sharing and 

promoting biodynamics.  It's easy to renew. Simply log into your 

account on our webpage and update.

Your membership helps support our not-for-profit organisation in 

making and sourcing products, practicing, promoting and sharing 

everything biodynamic, while we support you towards creating 

optimal soil health and growing highly nutritious and delicious food.

read more...

Thanks for reading our newsletter

Don't hesitate to contact the office, open Mondays and 

Tuesdays 9am-3pm, and Thursdays 9am-12.30pm.

E: bdnewsleaf@biodynamics.net.au 

T: 6655 0566

https://biodynamics.net.au/join/
https://biodynamics.net.au/join/
https://biodynamics.net.au/join/
https://biodynamics.net.au/join/
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Please help us spread the good word by LIKING and FOLLOWING our 

Facebook and Instagram page, where we share updates and good 

information.

Image: Magical pathway, Barbara and James McGeogh's property, Emaho Trees, 

Ravensbourne, QLD

PO Box 54 

25 Nobles Lane 

BELLINGEN NSW 2454 

Ph: 02 6655 0566 

www.biodynamics.net.au 

ABN: 42 588 901 426

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list

visit our webpage

https://biodynamics.us4.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=e10787851d654234289d02e5f&id=698806c717&e=[UNIQID]&c=3e293ae971
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https://www.facebook.com/BiodynamicAgAus
https://biodynamics.net.au/
https://biodynamics.us4.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=e10787851d654234289d02e5f&id=698806c717&e=[UNIQID]&c=3e293ae971
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaeOqt4mUQ34LWoRlXWwoXA

